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REPORT  HP  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OR  HEALTH  FOR  THE  YEAR_1_957. 


To 

Mr,  Chairman  and  Councillors  of  Burry  Port  Urban  District  Council, 
introduction. 

Although  there  were  no  serious  epidemics  of  notifiable  infectious 
diseases  during  the  year,  there  were  some  Sonne  Dysentery  cases  in  the 
area  during  the  early  part  of  the  year. 

The  number  of  deaths  at  71  was  the  same  as  that  for  last  year. 

Most  of  the  deaths  were  accounted  for  by  cardiovascular  conditions, 
and  to  a lesser  extent  Cancers. 

Live  births  at  91  exceeded  deaths  during  the  year  by  20 • 

There  was  a welcome  drop  in  the  infant  Mortality  Rate,  which  now 
compares  favourably  with  the  national  statistics. 

I am  grateful  for  the  support  and  help  of  the  Chairman,  Councillors 
and  staff  during  the  year. 


E. H.  BEYNON  HOPKINS, 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 
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H e alth  and  Housing  Committee. 

Councillor  W.J.  Williams.  Chairman  of  Health  Committee. 

Councillor  H.M.  Unsted.  Chairman  of  Housing  Commit  ni,. 


Members  of  Council. 


Councillor 

Councillor 

Councillor 

Councillor 

Councillor 

Councillor 

Councillor 

Councillor 

Councillor 

Councillor 

Councillor 

Councillor 

Councillor 

Councillor 

Councillor 


J.  Thomas,  J.P. , 

L.W . Pavey. 

L.  Dennis. 

A. T.  Wilkins. 

D. W.  Thorburn, 

W.J.  Williams. 

G.  Thomas. 

H. M.  Unsted. 

W.S.  Davies. 

E. G.  Narbett. 

A.R.  Davies. 

A. S.  Edwards. 

L.  Anthony. 

R.E.  Davies. 

Mrs.  B.  Richards. 


Chairman. 

Vice  Chairman, 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT. 

E. H.  Beynon  Hopkins, 

M.R.C.S.,  L.R.CeP. , D.P.H., 

J.E.  Vaughan  Evans, 

F. R.I.C.S.,  M.I.Mun.E. , (Testamur) 

Me A.P.H. I . , A.M.I.S.E., 

Sheila  Ncilly. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Chartered  Surveyor  & Engineer, 
public  Health  Officer. 
Registered  Architect. 

Secretary  and  Shorthand  Typist. 


SECTION  A - STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  URBAN  AREA. 

Your  district  covers  an  area  of  1,543  Area, 

population  (Mid-Year  1957).  Est.  by  Registrar  General.  6,030. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  end  of  1957.  2,646. 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers.  2,218. 

Sum  represented  by  penny  Rate  on  R.A.  £147.0.0 

Rateable  Value.  £40,927. 

Unemployment,  The  average  number  of  unemployed  for  the  year 
was  103  weekly , out  of  an  insurable  population  of  2,800  which 
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is  equivalent  to  3.77* 


HIE  YEAR. 
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Cause  of  Death  In  The  Area. 

LI  alien  ant  Neoplasm,  Lung  Bronchus. 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus, 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms, 
Vascular  Lesions  and  Nervous  System. 
Coronary  Diseases,  Angina. 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease. 

Other  Heart  Disease. 

Other  Circulatory  Disease. 

Influenza, 

pneumonia. 

Bronchitis. 

Other  Disease  of  Respiratory  System. 
Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum, 

C-astritis  and  Diarrhoea. 

Congenital  Malformations . 

Other  Defined  and  111  Defined  Diseases. 
Ail  Other  Accidents. 

T.3.  Non-Respiratory. 


Male.  Female.  Total. 
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2 2 

1 1 

4 4 8 

14  3 17 

3 2 5 
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11  2 
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2 2 

2 1 3 

2 2 

11  2 

1 1 

1.  1 

3 4 7 

12  3 
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7£T  29  71 


(a)  - per  1,000  Live  and  still  Births, 
corresponding  Rates  for  Burry  Port  1957. 
(!)  12.97  (2)  .33  (3)  11.75 


SECTION  B - PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  _0F  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

Notifiable  diseases  notified  during  1957  were;- 

Inf luenz al  pneumonia 1 Measles 2 

Meningitis. ..Nil  Food  poisoning Nil 

Whooping  Cough Nil  Dysentery 23. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation,  Again  there  were  no  diphtheria  cases  in  the 
districT.  It  is  toTe  hoped  that  the  mothers  of  the  area  will  maintain 
this  position  by  seeing  that  their  children  are  immunised. 

The  striking  reduction  in  the  number  of  deaths  due  to  diphtheria  from 
2,000  per  annum  to  the  present  figure  speaks  for  itself  as  to  the  value 
of  immunisation. 


A case  mortality  of  10.8/j  during  1955-57  should  remind  us  of  the  dangers 
cf  this  disease,  it  is  only  by  maintaining  a high  percentage  of 
immunisation  in  the  community  can  the  danger  of  an  epidemic  due  to 
diphtheria  be  avoided.  With  the  annual  number  of  births  approximately 
90.  one  would  wish  to  see  a higher  number  of  immunisations  per  annum 
than  the  present  figure. 

It  is  now  the  practice  for  children  to  receive  diphtheria  and  whooping 
cough  prophylactic. No  separate  figures  arc  available  for  1957,  but  the 
majority  of  children  received  both  innoculations. 


Diphtheria/Who oping  Cou  h Immunisation. 

PRIMARY  IMMUNISATION. 

Under  5 5-14  Years,  Boosters  ** 

Llanelly  m.3. 
Burry  Port  U.D. 
Kidwelly  IT. 3*. 
Llanelly  R.D. 

213  1 3 

29  11 

46  2 

262  17  5 

L ...  ......  — - . _ . . ...  — 

Separate  returns  were  not  kept  for  children  receiving  diphtheria  and 
7/hooping  cough  prophylactic  but  the  majority  received  the  combined 

■x  Low  figures  due  to  heavy  demand  for  poliomyelitis  vaccination, 

The  importance  of  Immunisation  is  shown  from  the  figures  for  deaths  from, 
and  notifications  of  diphtheria  for  England  and  Wales  since  1948. 

Year.  Notifications,  Deaths. 


1948 

1949 


3575 

1890 


3 


156 

84 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2016  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b28831512 


Year, 

Notifications. 

Deaths 

1950 

962 

49 

1951 

664 

33 

1952 

376 

32 

1953 

266 

23 

1954 

173 

9 

1955 

155 

13 

1956 

53 

8 

. 1957 

43 

6 

Smallpox. 

Ho  cases  of  smallpox  were  notified  in  the  area  during  the  year. 
Experiences  in  other  parts  of  the  country  emphasise  the  need  for 
vaccination  against  smallpox, 

1,027  children  under  one  year  were  vaccinated  in  Carmarthenshire 
during  the  year.  This  is  estimated  as  43.72/J  of  registered  hirths  for 
the  year.  It  will  he  seen  that  there  is  considerable  room  for  improve- 
ment. 

3GG  Vaccination, 

Contact  Scheme  (whole  country) 


Humber  Skin  iested. 1121 

Humber  found  Negative 626 

number  Vaccinated 297 

School  Children  Scheme  (Whole  County) j- 

number  Skin  Tested 132 

Number  found  Negative, 113 

Number  vaccinated 113 

poliomyelitis. 


Vaccination  of  school  children  was  continued  during  the  year,  the 
following  being  the  numbers  for  the  whole  county. 

Children  who  received  the  full  course  of  two  injections 7653. 

Children  who  received  one  injection... ,,1717. 


Cancer, 

Cancer  deaths  decreased  from  13  in  1956  to  5 in  1957* 

There  were  2 male  deaths  due  to  cancer  of  the  lungs  and  bronchus  as 
compared  with  3 for  1956. 


influenza. 

As  in  the  rest  of  the  county  an  epidemic  of  influenza  Type  "A”  was 
prevalent  in  the  area  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year.  The  number 
of  applications  for  sickness  benefit  soared  and  the  local  Medical 
Practitioners  were  inundated  with  calls.  Three  deaths  occurred  in 
the  area  which  could  be  attributed  to  the  epidemic. 

Dyaentory, 

A mild  outbreak  of  Sonne  Dysentery  was  prevalent  during  the  first 
quarter  of  the  year,  23  cases  were  reported, 1q  male  and  13  female 

posters  were  displayed  throughout  the  town  and  food  handlers  were 
especially  requested  to  t,  ke  every  care  in  their  personal  cleanliness. 
I would  thank  the  General  practitioners,  business  people  and  the  press 
for  their  assistance  and  co-operation  during  this  period. 

Tuberculosis 

The  number  of  new  T.B.  cases  notified  during  the  year  were  5 
more  than  corresponding  figure  for  1956.  There  was  one  death  due  to 


T.B.  during  the  year  1957. 
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25-  44 

45-  64 
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2 
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SZEga. 

Respiratory, 

if 
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Respiratory  9 
Hon-Resp,  1 

Total  =10. 

rnrnuv  P0uncil  will  assist  in  the  domiciliary  care  of  T.B,  and  other 
patients,  hy  the  provision  on  loan  or  otherwise  of  seds,  oouainy, 
sickroom  equipment  and  home-help  assis  tance. 


in  certain  cases  assistance  may  he  given  to  relatives  visit iny  T.e. 
patients  - in  hospital  over  40  miles  away.  . • • 

General  Health  and  Social  Sep.  ices. 


Clinic, 


Where  Held. 


infant  Welfare. 


Memorial  Hall. 


When  Held. 
Alternate  Tuesdays 


Times, 


1.30  - 4* Op.m 

9.30  - 12noon 


Antenatal. 

Gynaecological. 


Mondays. 


Nursing  Inst; 
Goring  Road, 
Llanelly.. 


t2nd  and  last 
Friday  each 

month. 


2p.m. -4. 30p.m 
2p . m.  -4.  Op . m. 


Venereal 

Disease. 


Llanelly  General  Males  -Thursdays  6-30  p.m. 
Hospital.  Females  -Wednesaoy^  2-30  p.m. 


Chest 

Clinic. 


Bay  View, 
Cap el  Road, 

£l an oily. 


Daily, 


9a.rn.-tD. 


Local  Hospitals.  „ , 

WWe  arc  no  hospitals  in  the  area  itself.  The  area  is  hy  the 

hospitals  at  llahlly  and  Carmarthen.  The  Council  mato^ oxnt  = eeprea  .n 

chronic  side  bdds 

in  the  area. 


Di  s trihut  ion  of  well  are  Fooo-Eu. 


U1S  Ul  J-  -4  LL  UlUii  VJ-  u - - . . 

lalWWl  Welfare  Foods  ,hich  were 

SUtfc“moS\fthfco^if0fnocs.  Burry  Port,  from  a Monday  morning 
SSttl  a maw  afternoon. 


Home  Help  Service, 
nursing  service. 

Mental  Health  Service. 
Mental  Defective  Service, 
Welfare  Service., 


These  are  under  the  control  of  the 
Carmarthen  County  Council.  A close 
liason  is  kept  between  the  ncaltfl 
Dept  and  the  Officials  responsible 
for  these  services,  as  v/ell  as  ,/ita 
Tho  Rational  Assistance  jjQc-rd  ^ 
Officers. 


Blood  Transfusion  Service.  yv  reneral  Hospital.  The  demand 

spesjstor*  ftf  *:*««»  “ *»  * — • 

covered  by  donations  from  the  local  population. 


TJatiofial  Assistance  Act  S:47>_  . 

IHIIHons  for  compulsory  rWoval  were  taken  dunnC  the  yo  . 


--  nr-  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses,  inspected  for  “.h*...  49 

a • Defects  (Under  Public  Health  Acts)  49 
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( Continued) . 


(2).  Number  of  duelling  houses  (included  under  Sub-head  1 above) 


which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing 

Consolidated  Regulations  1925-1932 49. 

(a).  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 49# 

(3).  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 

to  under  the  proceeding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation 7 


(4).  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation 7 


REI'BDY  DEFECTS  DURING  THE  YEAR  WITHOUT  SERVICE  OF  NORMAL  NOTICES. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 
informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  officers Nil. 

ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

proceedings  under  Section  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing  Act  1936. 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after  service  of 
formal  notices • - 


1.  faj.  By  Owners 10. 

(b).  By  Local  Authority  in  Default  of  Owners Nil. 

2,  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Notices  were  served  requiring  repairs 15. 

P rocccdin ■£  under  public  Health  Acts. 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Notices  were  served 
requiring  defects  to  be  remedied .15. 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after 
service  of  formal  notices 

( a.) . By  Owners. 10 

fb).  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners..  Nil. 

(c).  proceedings  under  Section  11  and  13  of 

the  Housing  Act  1936. Nil. 


Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demolition 

Orders 

Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housin  ; Act,  1936, 

Number  of  seperate  tenements  or  under  round  rooms  in  respect  of  which 
Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  tenements  or  room  having  been 

rendered  fit • Nil. 

Number  of  seperate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect  of  which 
Closing  Orders  were  made Nil. 

NOUSING  ACT  1936  - PART  LV  - OVERCROWDING. 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  overcrowded  at  end  of  the  year 9 

Number  of  families  dwelling  therein 18 

Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein ...6o 

Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during  the  year Nil 

Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the  year. 3 

Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases. ....15 

particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling  houses  have  again  become 
overcrowded  after  the  Local  Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abate- 
ment of  overcrowding ....Nil. 

HOUSING  GENERALLY. 

2 private  houses  were  completed  during  the  year  1957. 

There  arc  no  vacant  houses  in  the  Urban  Area. 
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HOUSING  PROGRAHBE  ON  THE  COUNCIL  - PRE  WAR., 

Houses  already  built  and  occupied  at  Woodbrook  Terrace 
Houses  already  built  and  occupied  at  Burrows  Terrace,. 
Houses  already  built  and  occupied  at  Silver  Terrace... 
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18 
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: PUSES  BUILT  SINCE  1946  - POST  WAR. 
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built 

and 

occupied 

at 

Silver  Terrace 

Morlan  Terrace. ...... 

Newfoundland  Site. . . . 
N e wf  o un  dl an  d (Allot). 
Ashburnham  Road  Site. 

Y Ddwybertii 

Furnace  Road  Site. . . . 
Stepney  Road  Site.... 
Achddu  Villa  Site. . . . 

Gors  Site 

Elkington  Road 


...  4 
...  8 
. . .26 
...42 
. . .30 
...  8 
...93 


. .4o 

. 168 
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pre  War  houses  built 34 

Post  War  houses  built 431 

Total  houses  built  = 483 


BOUSING  SCHEMES  UNDER  CONSIDERATION. 


Lyfatty  Housing  Site 34 

Old  Furnace  Housing  Site 14 


II TPRQVENEITT  GRANTS  - HOUSING  ACT. 

The  Council  has  not  yet  adopted  Section  20  of  the  Housing  Act  1949 
relative  to  improvement  grants. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD, 

The  number  of  food  premises  in  the  area  arc?- 

No. 

No.  No.  Registered.  inspection. 


Butchers.. 6 6 23 

Grocers 29  7 16 

Confectioners 11  11  47 

Bakers 3 3 12 

Fish  Shops. 2 10 

Dairies 7 7 17 


CLEAN  FOOD.  posters  arc  displayed  in  public  Buildin  s drawing  the 
attention  of  the  public  to  food  hygiene. 

CO-DENNED  FOOD.  Condemned  food  is  buried  in  lime  on  the  Council’s  refuse 

tip.  ~ 

CONDE! 'NATION  CERTIFICATES.  18  Condemnation  Certificates  were  issued  under 
this  Section  during  the  year. 

Under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  Carmarthenshire  County  Inspectors 
take  samples  of  milk  for  examination  in  regard  to  addition  of  water  and 
percentage  of  fat, 

i. 

ICE  CREAN.  54  Samples  of  Ice  Cream  were  taken  and  upon  examination  were 
found,  to  be  in  the  following  grades  •- 

TRADE  1 - 36.  GRADE  2-8.  GRADE  3-8.  GRADE  4-2. 

ADULTERATION  etc. , No  action  was  necessary  under  the  various  powers. 

SNELL  FISH.  There  are  no  shell-fish  beds  in  the  district. 

SLAUGHTERHOUSE.  There  are  no  active  Slaughterhouses  in  the  area  at  the 
present,. 


( 


S ATI TAR Y CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA, 


The  whole  of  the  town’s  supply  is  obtained  from  the  Llanelly  Borough  and 
Llanelly  'Rural  District  Councils  under  agreement.  The  supply  from  the 
Llanelly  Borough  was  commenced  on  the  26th  August  1952.  This  additional 
supply  was  necessary  to  augment  the  other  supply  and  to  provide  the 
Carmarthen  Bay  power  Station  with  water  for  industrial  purposes. 


DAILY  CONSUMPTION. 


The  cons oinpti on  of  water  bf-or  the  year  was*- 

Domestic  Consumption  per  head  of  the  population 
Industrial, Consumption  " u " 


27*14  gallons 
84.51  gallons 
111.65 


DRAINAGE  AND  SARI TATI OR, 

The  whole  of  the  Urban  Area  is  now  sewered  and  all  houses  have  been 
connected  up. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

The  Dyfatty  Stream  from  the  rear  of  Bethany  Chapel  t*  the  Culvert  under 
the  main  railway  line  is  cleaned  regularly,  and  the  Council  still  have 
under  consideration  the  piping  in  of  this  stream  from  Bethany  Chapel  to 
the  main  railway  line,  which  would  save  the  cost  of  annual  cleansing. 
The  majority  of  this  work  will  be  done  in  conjunction  with  the  Council 
houses  to  be  built  at  Dyfatty. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

houses  inspected  for  nuisance. . . 

Factories  • 

Dairies*. 

Ice  Cream  Premises. . fc  

Bakehouses..  

Butcher  Shops  

Cinema  

Rat  Infestation  

Drains. 

Water  Courses. 

Sewers. 

pub lie  C onv  eniences. 

Refuse  Tip  

Water  Supply  

Back  Lancs. 


24 

41 

17 

45 

13 

332 

52 

20 
4o 
52 

174 

192 

21 


LIST  OF 

REPAIRS  .EXECUTED. 

Prl. 

Stat. 

Repairs 
Repairs 
Repairs 
Repairs 
Repairs 
Repairs 
Ren  airs 

to  ./alls. 

16 

9 

to  Roofs. ..  

6 

4 

to  W.c. . ..  .............. 

3 

3 

to  Floors.  

5 

1 

to  neilinffs* • « 

2 

to  Poors. . . 

5 

3 

4 

4 

T?  nn  a i r*  a 

1 

1 

p r.Tj  Pi  i 

2 

2 

"D  r n a n r»a 

2 

2 

Repairs 

1 

1 

Total. 

25 

10 

6 

6 

5 

8 

8 

2 

4 

4 

2 


PREVALENCE  OF  RATS  AND  MICE. 

Number  of  properties  in  Local  Authority’ s Area  in  which  infestation  v/as 
reported  is  given  overleaf. 

RODENT  CONTROL. 

A Rodent  Operator  is  employed  by  the  Council  for  the  destruction  of 
Rats  in  the  Urban  Area. 

Maintenance  Treatment  for  Rats  in  Sewers. 

Total  number  of  manholes  in  foul  and  connected  system. -^9* 

Total  number  of  treatments  carried  out. gg* 

Total  number  of  manholes  baited . • 

Total  number  of  manholes  showing  prebait  take. 

Total  number  of  manholes  showing  complete  prebait  take 

8. 


( 


Local 

Authority. 

Dwelling 

Houses. 

Agric- 

ultur- 

al. 

Busin- 
ess & 
Indus . 

Total. 

No.  of  properties 
in  Local 

1P  Authority’s  List. 

8 

2003 

10 

10  6 

2117 

No,  of  properties 
inspected  by  the 
L.A.  during  1957 
2.  as  a result  (a) 
notification  or 
(b)  otherwise. 

a. 

21 

— 

3 

24 

b , — 

384 

23 

407 

c. 

— 

- 

>1  properties 

3e  guide..  2 found  to 
be  infested  by  rote 

Major 

— 

•M* 

Minor 

' " 4oS-  ■*' 

•• 

r 

4^  9 “ 

No,  cf  properties 
(under  2)  found  to 
''  be  seriously 

infested  by  mice 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

NOo  of  infested  “ 
properties  (under 
5 5 & 4)  treated  by 

T.,A» 

- 

405 

- 

26 

431 

No.  of  ’block*'" 
control  schemes 

56 

i 

jgggB  litf^he  foreshore , whiSh  Is  used  as  a Holiday  Camp. 

Mtottj  power  Station 

Engineers  for  the  measurements  of  atmospheric  pollutio  * ^ 

ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS,, ********* 

SCHOOLS  The  Schools  are  kept  in  a sanitary  condition.  All  Schools  and 
School ititchens  are  connected  to  the  main  sewer. 

bac,  ft.ock  ACTS  1011  and  1928.  There  are  no  Rag  Flock  premises  in  the  area. 

S!7I-:h:g  3ATHS  Airo  POOLS,.  There  are  no  such  pools  in  tbo 
During  the  summer  months  sea  bathing  is  e^e.oe  0/  a large  .or 
inhabitants  and  visitors  to  the  town. 


LIVING  VANS,  There  are  6 living  vans  at  the  Harbour  View  Site,  occupied 
by  19  persons . 

COUNCIL1 S CEMETERY.  There  were  27  burials  during  the  year  as  compared 
wToh  34  burials  for  the  previous  year. 

COUNCIL’S  MORTUARY.  No  Post  Mortem  examinations  were  held  in  the  Council  s 
Mortuary  as  compared  with  1 the  previous  year. 


We  remain, 

Your  obedient  Servants, 

E.H.  Beynon  Hopkins,  M*R«C.S.  (Eng);  L.R*C.P*  (London)  D.P.N. 

T E.  Vaughan  Evans,  Surveyor  and  Engineer,  E.R*I.C.S., 

(Testamur)., Public  Health  Officer,  M.A.P.H.I., 
Registered  Architect,  A.M*I*S.E., 
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